THE PRESENT POSITION OF WOMAN          21

culmination being the great nexus of classes, sects,
and kinships bound together by associations of
faith and custom for the maintenance of universal
purity of pedigree. The West, on the other hand,
though not incapable of evolving the worship of
blood and class, tends naturally to the exaltation of
place and country as the motive of cohesion, and
thus gives birth to the conception of nationality, as
opposed to that of race.

Racial unity tends to modification, in the special
case of the Mussalman peoples, by their dependence
on a simple religious idea, acting on an original
tribal nucleus, as their sole and sufficient bond of
commonality. Islam encourages the intermarriage
of all Mussalmans, whatever their racial origin. But
it would be easy to show that this fact is not really
the exception it might at first appear. The race has
here, in an absolute s'ense, become the church, and
that church is apostolic and proselytising. Thus the.
unit is constantly growing by accretion. It remains
fundamentally a racial unit, nevertheless, though
nearer than others to the national type. In the case
of Chinese civilisation, again, the race-idea would
seem to be modifiable by Confucian ethics, with their
marvellous common-sense and regard for the public
good, creating as these do, a natural tendency
towards patriotism and* national cohesion- Yet it-is
seen in the importance of ancestor-worship *a8 the